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THE LUDWELL FAMILY. 

BY W. G. STANARD. 

The accounts of the Ludwell family of Virginia, which 
have been published, state that Thomas and Philip Ludwell, the 
immigrants, were natives of Bruton, Somerset, England, an- 
grandsons of James Cottington, who was a son of Philip Cot- 
tington, of Godminster, and brother of Lord Cottington. 

The following extract from the English Chancery Proceedd 
iugs shows the correctness of the account given, and also supplies 
the name of the father of the immigrants to Virginia. 

"Chancery Proceedings — Charles I — Bills and Answers, L. 
55 Bundle, 

LUDWELL VS. WOKSLKY, 

3 May, 1632. Thomas Ludwell of Brewton, in Co. Somersett, 
Mercer, and Jane, his wife, sole daughter of James Cottington 
of Discoe in the pish of Brewton afores d , gent, deceased, and 
Grace his wife, sheweth. That whereas one Philip Cottington, 
gent, and Jane his wife, and Maurice Cottington gent sone and 
heir apparent of the sd Philip, by deed dated 4 Oct. 1631. [?] 
8th yeare of King James I. did demise unto the sd James Cot- 
tington his Exors, admrs and assigns all that cap 41 messuage 
ffarme house scituate in Discoe in Co. Somersett, and also all 
those 6 acres and a half of arable lands lyinge in the feilds of 
Brewton, whereof 4J acres lye in the North feild of Discoe neere 
Deyden Wale, and the other 2 acres nygh the conduct meade 
there ; and also all that close of meadowe conteigneinge 8 acres, 
And one other close of meadowe called little meadowe 2 acres, 
and fowercloses of pasture, one called long meade 2i acres, one 
other is called the grove 3 acres, one other called fferme close Ik 
acres, and the last is called yean ap haye [?] one acre, and those 
2 acres and a yard of pasture newly inclosed lyinge in the comon 
of Discoe, and also certeyne arrable lands called Pulu land 16 
acres, together with all houses, buildings, orchards, gardens and 
other the premises &c, belonging to the sd Cap 11 Mess[uage] or 
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forme house and teuemt belonging, all w'ch were late in the 
tenure of one Roger Walt and his assignes * * * * and 
James Cottington had issue 2 children of Grace his wife, id est 
yv Oratrix, Jane, and Roger Cottington deceased, and having ex- 
ecuted certain trust deeds of the above property &c, unto John 
Parham of Pointington, in Co. of Somersett, Esqr, Sr Edward 
Parham sonue and heire apparent of the s'd John Parham, Gyles - 
ffathrs, late of Carscombe in the Co. of Dorset gent., and Fran- 
cis Popleye, late of Chilton Cautile, in Co. Somersett gent, for 
the benefit of his wife Grace, which trust should close in event 
of issue * * * now Grace Cottington hath married with one 
John Worseley, and they deny y r Oratrix any manner of main- 
tenance * *." 

William Lee states, in his account in Meade's " Old Churches 
ami Families of Virginia," that the Ludwells were of German 
origin. Perhaps they were Protestant refugees. From Foster's 
Oxford Matriculations (to which I can not now refer,) it appears 
that several of the Ludwells of Bruton were educated at that 
university. 

The extract from the English Chancery proceedings gives 
an example of the amount and kind of genealogical information 
to be found in those invaluable records, whose contents can now 
be readily ascertained from the index to the bills and answers 
now in course of publication by the British Record Society. 



